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Law studies



Structure of Law Studies

• 240 ECTS credits / 4 academic years

Bachelor’s Degree

• Degree in Law & Business Administration
• Degree in Law & Criminology …
• Aprox. 320 credits / 5-6 academic years

Double Bachelor’s Degrees

• 60-120 credits / 1-2 academic years
• Possibility of Double Master’s Degrees

Master’s Degree

Doctorate



Degree in Law

+ Degree in Law by the
University of Málaga

+ 240 ECTS credits / 4 years

+ 60 ECTS / year



Structure of the Degree in Law
DISTRIBUTION OF THE CURRICULUM IN ECTS CREDITS BY TYPE OF SUBJECTS

TYPE OF SUBJECT: ECTS

Basic Building 60 ECTS

Compulsory Courses 150 ECTS

Elective Courses 18 ECTS

Mandatory External Internships 6 ECTS

Degree Thesis 6 ECTS

TOTAL 240 ECTS



Basic Training (60 ECTS) 

Roman Law History of Law Theory of Law

Philosophy of Law Political Science General Civil Law (Person 
and Family)

Constitutional Law I and 
II (Constitutional Theory, 

Sources of Law, 
Constitutional bodies 

and geographical 
structure of the State)

General Administative 
Law

Foundations of Criminal 
Law



ECTS Credits distribution by fields of Law
General Legal Sciences 24 – 4 courses

Complementary Social Sciences 12 – 2 courses

EU and Public International Law 12 – 2 courses

Civil and Private International Law 36 – 6 courses

Constitutional Law and Fundamental Freedoms 24 – 4 courses

Administrative Law 18 – 3 courses

Criminal Law 18 – 3 courses

Finantial and Tax Law 18 – 3 courses

Commercial Law 18 – 3 courses

Procedural Law 18 – 3 courses

Labour Law 12 – 2 courses

External Internships 6 – 1 course

Thesis 6 – 1 course

Elective Courses 18 – 3 courses (out of 72) 



Year plan of the curriculum – 1st course

1st Year

1st Semester 2nd Semester

Political Science General Civil Law. Person and Family

Roman Law
Constitutional Bodies and Territorial Structure

of the State

History of Law Philosophy of Law

Theory of Law Eclesiastical Law

Constitutional Theory and Sources of Law Political Economy



2nd year
2nd Year

1st Semester 2nd Semester

General Theory of Obligations and Contracts Contracts and Tort Law

Foundations of Criminal Law Legal theory of crime

Public International Law EU Law

Constitutional System of Rights and Freedoms Foundations of procedural Law

Administrative Law: General Part Finantial and Tax Law



3rd year
3rd Year

1st Semester 2nd Semester

Property Law Collective Labour Law

Civil Procedural Law Administrative Law: Special Part

Public Administration Statutes Special Criminal Law

Commercial and Industrial Law Company Law

Tax System Applied Tax Proceedings



4th course
4th Year

1st Semester 2nd Semester

Private International Law Law of Succession

Individual Labour Law (contracts) Commercial Law of Contracts and Insolvencies

Criminal Procedural Law Elective Course 3

Elective Course 1 External Internships

Elective Course 2 Thesis



Degree Grades

Grade 10 Scale

Matrícula de Honor (Distinction / Highest honours) 9-10 

Sobresaliente (Outstanding / High honours) 9-10

Notable (Very good) 7-8’9

Suficiente (Pass / Satisfactory) 5-6’9

Insuficiente (Fail) <5



Pre-Bologna situation

Pre-Bologna Bologna

5-years Degree 4-years Degree + LL.M.

No ECTS 240 ECTS

No Internships Mandatory External Internships

No research activity Mandatory Thesis

More theoretical approach Student-based learning



Double Degrees

Degree
in Law

Other
Degree

Double
Degree

Double Bach. Degrees at UMA 
• Double Degree in Business 

Administration + Law
• Double Degree in Law + 

Criminology

Other posibilities
• Double Degree in Law + Economics
• Double Degree in Law + Politics
• Double Degree in Law + Labour

Sciences



Structure of Double Degrees
Normally: 300-360 ECTS credits / 5-6 
years

Combination of courses of both 
degrees

Students get two different Degrees (2 
titles)

Competition between Universities

Deeper building of students 



Master’s
Degrees in 
Law (LL.M.s) 

Legal Practice Master’s Degree 
(90 ECTS – 1,5 years)

Specialization Degrees (60 
ECTS – 1 year): 
• Legal consultancy for companies
• Criminal Law and Policy
• Criminality and Social intervention with 

Minors
• Alternative Dispute Resolution Methods
• Land use planning, urbanism and 

environment Law



LLMs

Specialization in different fields of Law

Topics are not previously determined

Possibility to adapt the building to the society’s
requests

Any relevant topic: Regulated Sectors, Maritime Law, 
ICT Law, Digital Markets, Intellectual Propery, 
Competition Law, EU Law, etc. 



Potential of LL.M.s in Law

Strong competition between Universities for the students

Possibility to offer strong internship programmes in 
prestigious Law firms

Requested to enroll into a PhD programme

Broader international mobility of students. E.g. Latin-
American students in Spain / Spanish students in other 
European Universities… 

The lenght of the courses depend on their content and 
relevance (no general rule of 6 ECTS/course): 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 
12… ECTS



General Structure of
LL.M.s in LawTYPE OF SUBJECT ECTS CREDITS

Mandatory courses

Elective courses
(itineraries)

Mandatory Internships 6-30 ECTS

Master’s thesis 6-12 ECTS (even more)

TOTAL 60 – 90 – 120 ECTS



A particular case: Legal Practice
Master’s in Law

+ Compulsory to take the bar 
(after the bar exam) as a 
Lawyer / Solicitor

+ Min. 90 ECTS credits

+ Possibility of double Master’s
Degree (120 -150 ECTS)

+ Larger internship periods



Legal Practice
Master’s in 
Law

Course ECTS

Professional skills (deontology, ADR 
systems, professional organization)

6

Private Law 16,5

Criminal Law 9

Social Law 6

Public Law 10,5

Out-of-court Legal Advice 6

Mandatory Internships 30

Master’s Thesis 6 



Access to Legal professions

•Legal Practice LL.M. + Bar Exam (public national exam)

Lawyer / Solicitor

•Bachelor’s Degree – public national exam (no LL.M. is required)

Notary / Registror

•Bachelor’s Degree + public national exam (no LL.M. is required)

Judiciary

•Bachelor’s Degree + specific public exams (national, regional, EU) (no LL.M. is required)

Other professions: Tax Office, Labour Inspection, diplomatic corps…



Doctoral 
Studies
(PhD in Law)

• General rule: Bachelor’s Degree + Master’s 
Degree

• Previous system: 5-years Degree (no Master’s 
Degree required)

Requirements:

• Flexible lenght. Max. 6 years
• Possibility of part-time students 
• Theoretical building + PhD Dissertation: 

• Min. 100 hours seminars, conferences, 
courses, etc.

• Need to publish at least 1-2 scientific articles
• (Recommended) research stays abroad
• Annual evaluation of the student’s 

performance (publishing, building…) 

Structure:



PhD Thesis

+ Need to cover an innovative legal 
topic

+ The research cannot be previously
published (in whole nor partially)

+ Supervision by 1 or 2 academic
supervisors (must hold a PhD and 
other quality requirements) 

+ Possibility of multinational PhD 
(different countries)

+ International / European PhD:
Min. 3 months research stay abroad

The PhD thesis must be partially writen and 
defended in another language



Students’ role 
and course 
planning



Bologna ECTS 
system

ECTS as the measure of the 
teaching load

1 ECTS = 25 hours work of 
an average student (not just 
in-class / teaching time)



Organization
of a 
Bachelors’/ 
Masters’ 
Degree in Law

Normally 6 ECTS / course (can be + or -)

Each credit represents normally 9 lesson 
hours

A course of 6 ECTS = 

54 in-class hours: lessons, cases, etc.

96 hours student’s time: handbook, 
homework, material reading… 



Students’ enrollment in groups

According to Bologna, teaching
groups should be reduced (max. 
60 students / group) – actually
more

In class teaching is divided into:

• Big group à masterclass
• Small groups (ca. 20 students) à practical

activities / cases



How to design a course? 
(6 ECTS model)

+ 1 semester = 15 teaching weeks

+ 45 in-class hours = 3 hours / week

2 hours big group (masterclass)

1 hour small group (for each 
group) 

+ Try to system the syllabus 
considering 15 lessons (not 
compulsory, but a 
recommendation)



What’s in the syllabus?

























Lifelong 
learning



Scope

Updating of 
previous 

knowledge

Deeper 
building on 

certain topics



Advantages

+ Easier response to the industry demands

+ No need to pass the whole process for the
approval of the title

+ No max. / min. ECTS credits requirements

+ Different categories of titles: “expert title”, 
“másters title”, “specialization”… 

+ Possibility to create titles with the support
of institutions / companies



Students mobility 



Degrees and 
Masters’ mobility

+ National – Seneca 
program

+ EEA – Erasmus+

+ International – Other
mobility programmes
(USA, South-
America…) 



Professors’ 
mobility
+ EU – Erasmus+ 

mobility for staff:
For teaching

For learning

For mobility
coordinators (to enter
into new agreements, 
assess functioning, etc.) 



University staff



Categories of
staff in 
Spanish
Universities

OTHER:

LIBRARY AND LAB 
STAFF, 

TECHNICIANS

ADMINISTRATIVE 
STAFF

TEACHING STAFF 
(TENURED OR 

NON-TENURED)



Teaching Staff

NON-
TENURED

CIVIL 
SERVANTS

NON-
CIVIL 

SERVANTS



CATEDRÁTICOS – (Full) professor

PROFESORES TITULARES – Senior Lecturer / Associate prof.

PROFESORES PERMANENTES LABORALES – Lecturer / Assoc. 
prof.

PROFESORES AYUDANTES DOCTORES – Junior Lecturer 

PROFESORES ASOCIADOS – Teaching Fellow, Assoc. Lecturer 
or Adjunct Prof.

PROFESORES AYUDANTES – Teaching Assistant or Tutor

PROFESORES EMÉRITOS – Professor / Lecturer Emeritus



Other
categories

PROFESOR SUSTITUTO: 
Substitute profesor

PROFESOR VISITANTE: 
Visiting profesor

PROFESOR DISTINGUIDO: 
Distinguished professor



Access to the
University Career



Researcher positions: 

Competitive process for the different kinds of grants / contracts: limited number for 
the country / region. Distributed by scientific areas 

Highly demanding

Doctoral researchers:

• Main goal: carry out a PhD
• Must hold: University Degree + Masters’ Degree + Enrolled in a PhD program 
• Evaluation criteria: Average mark / Quality of the PhD Dissertation project / PhD supervisor / Research 

team / 

Postdoc researchers: 

• Requirements: already have a PhD + Normally have a very strong international background (stages 
working abroad in prestigious centers) + Research 



Teaching positions 

• Assess the teaching needs of each Faculty/Department: Are new staff positions 
needed? 

• Objective criteria:
• Teaching ratio: Number of hours to be thought per year / Teaching capacity of the 

existing staff 
• Foreseeable future teaching needs (retirements, increase of the teaching needs… 

• The creation of new teaching positions require authorization from the Regional 
government 

Regional Government policy for University Staff planning: 

• Access: there is a need for more staff
• Promotion: right of the staff to get promoted once that he/she fullfills the 

requirements 

Access / Promotion:



Selection procedures for tenured positons
From Junior Lecturer on

• Civil servants: only the National Agency: ANECA
• No civil servants: ANECA or regional quality assessment Agency (e.g. DEVA in Andalusia)
• Administrative proceeding to get the official recognition that the requirements to carry out the 

teaching and research activity for a certain level are met 

Certification from the Quality Evaluation Agency: 

• Junior Lecturer: only evaluation of the resumée and adequacy to the position: select the best
candidate

• Rest of categories: Resumée evaluation + Public exam
• Public exam:

• CV exposition 
• Teaching Project
• Research Project 

Public open call examination by appointed Committee 



What is considered by the 
Quality Assessment Agency? 



Example for the Certification
as a Full Professor in Law

+ 4 Fields that can be assessed: 

+ * RESEARCH

+ * TEACHING

+ * University management

+ * Knowledge transfer: Patents, contracts, 
professional activity

+ Each category is evaluated:

+ A – Excellent

+ B – Good

+ C – Fair

+ D – Deficient / E – Extraordinary situation



Possible combinations to get a favourable evaluation

Research Teaching Know. Transfer Univ. Management

B B

A C, E

B C B

B C B

C B A

C B A



Research Criteria (1) + COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS:

Books: A: 6 / B: 4

Scientific Articles: A: 20 / B: 15

Book chapters: A: 20 / B: 15

+ SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: (Meet 3 for an A / 2 for a B)

Principal investigator of competitive projects with a min. duration of
3 years

Direction or Principal Investigator of an active and consolidated
research group

PhD supervision

Direction of scientific or academi conferences

Outstanding intervention in international or national prestigious
conferences

Direction of the scientific board of research journals

Member for more tan 2 years of the deditorial or scientific board of a 
research journal

Member of doctoral disertations / staff access exams committees

Work as an evaluator for national or international scientific agencies

Internatioanl or national relevant research awards or recognitions

3 positive evaluated periods of research of 6 years (SEXENIOS) 



Research criteria (2) 

+ COMPLEMENTARY REQUIREMENTS: Meet 10 to get an A 
/ 6 to get a B

Additional books, articles and book chapters

Relevant intervention in conferences organized by an
independent organization

8 presentations of research at conferences

Full-time member of the research team of a research
project (at least 2 years)

Member of the team of research quality research contracts

Post-doctoral research stays abroad

Evaluation of articles or projects

National or international research awards

Other merits



Teaching criteria
+ COMPULSORY REQURIMENTS: 

11 years full-time teaching (min. 1.300 
hours) 

+ SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: (2 for B, for
A + 80%)

Supervision of PhD dissertations

Relevant courses in independent centers 
with external quality assessment

Group of professors teaching
coordination

Principal Investigator of Educational
Innovation Projects

Teaching coordination of groups of 
students (practices, movility…) 

COMPLEMENTARY REQURIEMENTS  (4)
Additional supervision of PhD dissertations
Supervision of 4 Master’s thesis
Teaching in international prestigious centers
Postgraduate teaching in a different University
Teaching in another language in a spanish University
Member of Educational Innovation Projects
Author of teaching materials
Teaching excelence awards
Teaching stays in relevant centers getting grants for that
4 Presentations in Teaching conferences
Online courses in relevant platforms



University management

A B

Vice-president; General 
Secretary; Faculty Dean, 
Manager… (University level)

8 years 4 years

Deputy President; Deputy Vice-
President; Depart. Director… 
(University level)

12 years 8 years

Vice-Dean; Faculty Secretary; 
Departm. Secretary… (Faculty 
Level) 

12 years



How Law professors spend their time

How it SHOULD be

Teaching Research Admin. Tasks

How profs WOULD 
LIKE it to be

Teaching Research Admin. Tasks

How it ACTUALLY IS

Teaching Research Admin. Tasks



Knoweledge transfer
PATENTS, CONSULTING CONTRACTS, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
WORK… 



Ways to collaborate with
industry and transfer knowledge

+ FULL-TIME PROFESSORS: Contracts for
the transfer of knowledge

Administered by the University (signs
the contract, takes the money, pays the
professor…)

Part of the earnings remain at the
University

For specific purposes / permanent
collaboration

Assessment on compatibility



Part-time 
professors

Perform most of their activity 
outside the University: judges, 
lawyers, notaries…

Their teaching should be 
focused on giving the practical 
point of view (cases)

No limit in their professional 
activity / limit in their 
contribution to the teaching 
(max. 120 hours/year)



Some remarks about research in 
Spanish Universities



Different levels and programs

European Research Plans:
• European Research Council: Starting Grants, Consolidation 

Grants…
• Marie Sklodowska-Curie
• Erasmus+ projects: KA203; European Universities… 

National Research Plans: 
• National Projects: Basic research / Society Challenges:

• Health, Demografic changes and wellfare
• Bioeconomics: primary and forestal production systems 

sustainability, safety and food chain, sea research and 
bioproducts

• Sustainable, intelligent, connected and integrated transport
• Climate change and the use of resources and raw materials
• Social sciences and humanities; science with and for society
• Digital economics, society and culture
• Safety, security and defense  



Other plans
+ Regional research plans:

Priorities
Creation of consolidated research groups

+ University research plans:
Foster the research careers of the staff

Promote the successful participation in 
other research plans
Promote: 
+ Staff movility
+ Participation in conferences
+ Incorporation of new researchers
+ …



Thank you very much!
Eugenio Olmedo peralta

olmedo@uma.es
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