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DEGREE STUDIES IN  EUROPE:
 STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONING

OUTLINE OF
CONTENTS

The Bologna three-cycle system and intermediate (short-cycle) qualifications. 
The framework of qualifications for the EHEA: the implementation of a
common/comparable degree structure. 
National qualifications frameworks and a key to certification of compatibility.
Degree studies: structure, credits, types of courses, tracks, etc.
[Learning in digital environments: steering and support to higher education
institutions in using digital technologies.]
[Teaching in new learning environments: online courses in higher education.]
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1.THE EUROPEAN  
HIGHER
EDUCATION AREA
(EHEA)

SOME FACTS &
FIGURES
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48 COUNTRIES
38 MILLION STUDENTS
56.4  % DEGREE STUDENTS
STUDENTS'  MOBILITY (20%)
TEACHERS'  MOBILITY
STAFF MOBILITY



Source: https://www.ehea.info/page-three-cycle-system

1.THE BOLOGNA
THREE-CYCLE
SYSTEM AND
INTERMEDIATE
(SHORT-CYCLE)
QUALIFICATIONS

INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL
POLITICAL COMMITMENT: 
   - TRANSPARENCY
   - CROSS-COUNTRY READABILITY
   - COMMON STANDARDS & GUIDELINES



WORKGROUPS REPORTS AND DOCUMENTATION

Progress reports: evaluating
the present, looking ahead to

the future.

Schematic information from
pre‐primary to tertiary level for

the 2019/20 school and
academic year.

Information gathering on
specific items + workgroups on

keytopics
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2.  THE
FRAMEWORK OF
QUALIFICATIONS
FOR THE
EUROPEAN
HIGHER
EDUCATION
AREA

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A COMMON
AND COMPARABLE DEGREE STRUCTURE
THEY SHOW HOW DIFFERENT
QUALIFICATIONS INTERACT
FOCUS ON OUTCOMES MORE THAN ON
PROCEDURES
WHAT LEARNERS SHOULD KNOW,
UNDERSTAND AND BE ABLE TO DO ON
THE BASIS OF A GIVEN QUALIFICATION

.



SOURCE:HTTP://EHEA.INFO/MEDIA.EHEA.INFO/FILE/WG_FRAMEWORKS_QUALIFICATION/8
5/2/FRAMEWORK_QUALIFICATIONSFOREHEA-MAY2005_587852.PDF

Bergen
Conference
(2005)
Gener ic
descr iptors  for
each cyc le ,
based on
learn ing
outcomes,
competences,
and credi t
ranges



SOURCE:HTTP://EHEA.INFO/MEDIA.EHEA.INFO/FILE/WG_FRAMEWORKS_QUALIFICATION/8
5/2/FRAMEWORK_QUALIFICATIONSFOREHEA-MAY2005_587852.PDF

Outcomes                                   Credits      Outcomes                                   Credits      



3.  NATIONAL
FRAMEWORKS
OF
QUALIFICATIONS
FOR EHEA:
OFFICIAL
PUBLICATION IN
SPAIN

PUBLICATION IN BOE (OFFICIAL STATE
GAZETTE) OF OUR ADAPTATION TO THE
EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK

.



4.  DEGREE
STUDIES:
STRUCTURE,
CREDITS,  TYPES
OF COURSES,
TRACKS,  ETC.

No single model of first-cycle or second-cycle
programmes in the EHEA. 
180 ECTS workload in more than half of all EHEA
countries for first cycle.
Some countries, such as Spain, kept their 240
ECTS (4 years) and now are opening up to the
possibility of offering some 180 ECTS degrees
under very specific restrictions.
Complying to the learning outcomes and
competences set in the framework is
compulsory.

.



The cornerstone of the implementation of curriculum reform, focusing on
workload and learning outcomes.
A systematic approach that could be reproduced in different higher
education institutions when (re-)designing curricula using ECTS.
It now supports the recognition of learning outcomes earned at another
institution at home or abroad and is a key instrument for transparent
curriculum design.
Essentially, the ECTS system enables all forms of learning to be
recognised within the formal higher education system.
A sufficiently flexible tool for developing student-centred and outcome-
oriented curricula, replacing the traditional input-oriented concepts of
curricula that were previously dominant.

 ECTS -EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER SYSTEM
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Study programmes are designed in ECTS credits by using two basic
concepts:
defined learning outcomes,
“statements of what the individual knows, understands and is able to do on
completion of a learning process”;
estimated learning time (workload),
“the time the individual typically needs to complete all learning activities
required to achieve the defined learning outcomes in formal learning
environments”.

1.

2.

 Key  points  in  us ing  ECTS ( f rom Mar ia  St icchi  Damiani )
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teaching/learning and assessment activities in all components are fully
consistent with the credits allocated, i.e., with the learning outcomes to be
achieved and the learning time allocated to achieve them;
flexible learning paths can accommodate students’ different learning
needs and styles.
ECTS credits are allocated: (i) first, to the whole programme on the basis
of the general learning outcomes defined for it,
Then, (ii) to its single educational components according to the estimated
workload required to achieve the learning outcomes defined for each of
them.
Initial credit allocation is regularly monitored and revised.

 S tudy  programmes designed in  credi ts  are  de l ivered
by  ensur ing  that :
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from teaching inputs to learning outcomes
from teaching hours to learning time
from knowledge only to knowledge, skills and competences
This shift requires a deep cultural change in teaching practice and may
take some time
Good practice shows that such change can be encouraged and accelerated
by international exchanges, national guidelines, institutional monitoring
and discussion.

Using ECTS credi ts  for  curr icu lum design  and del ivery
impl ies  a  rad ica l  sh i f t  in  focus:
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All study programs and single teaching/learning units are described in a
standard format in the ECTS Course Catalogue. 

Recognition of the learning achievements of mobile students: All credits
gained in a period of study abroad are fully recognized and the grades
converted by using:
ECTS recognition procedures
The ECTS tools, such as the Learning Agreement, the Transcript of Records
and the Grade distribution table

Transparency  of  s tudy  programs
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OFFICIAL
RECOGNITION OF
ECTS IN SPAIN:
Royal  Decree
publ ished in  BOE
(ECTS=25-30  h .
work load)

.
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Graduado/a en T por la Universidad U  (en el SET se indicará la rama de conocimiento)
240 créditos ECTS (incluye todas las actividades) 
60 créditos ECTS (mín.) de formación básica, 36 vinculados a las materias de la rama
(anexo II), en asignaturas de 6 cr. o más, ofertadas en la primera mitad. 
60 créditos ECTS. (máximo) de prácticas externas 
Concluirán con la elaboración y defensa de TFG, entre 6 y 30 créditos ECTS. 
Otras actividades universitarias, 6/12 créditos ECTS. (max.) 
En el caso de títulos que habilitan para el ejercicio de actividades profesionales
reguladas se debe, además de cumplir la normativa dictada por el Gobierno, o en su
caso la Disposición Transitoria 4ª del RD 1393/2007, incluir la adquisición de las
competencias necesarias para ejercer la profesión.

COMMON STRUCTURE TO DEGREE STUDIES IN  SPAIN
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FROM THE
TUNING PROJECT:
A GUIDE FOR
DEGREE
PROFILES,  
KEY PROGRAM
COMPETENCES &
LEARNING
OUTCOMES
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DIPLOMA
SUPPLEMENT:
A STANDARDIZED
TEMPLATE TO
CERTIFY AND
DESCRIBE DEGREES

 the holder of the qualification
 the qualification type and its originating institution
 the qualification level
 the content of the course and results gained
 function of the qualification
 certification of the supplement
 details of the national higher education system
concerned (provided by the National Academic
Recognition Information Centres (NARICs))
other relevant details

Eight sections providing information regarding: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
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SPANISH
DIPLOMA

SUPPLEMENT
SAMPLE,
PAGE 1

 
Real Decreto
22/2015, de
23 de enero



SPANISH
DIPLOMA

SUPPLEMENT
SAMPLE,
PAGE 2

 
Real Decreto
22/2015, de
23 de enero



QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? 
LET ME KNOW!

mph@uma.es

EMAIL

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


